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Emerald Society
Belt Buckles
The Los Angeles Police Emerald
Society belt buckles are in and will
be available for purchase at
the September meeting.

Only
$55.00
The Pipes and Drums
accompanied by
The Honor Guard
will be appearing at
The Queen of Angeles
Foundation
2nd Annual
Grand Marian Procession
and
Votive Mass
at the invitation of
Father Frank Hicks
Saturday
September 8, 2012
3:00 pm
For more information

The Los Angeles
Irish Film Festival
Sept. 26 - 30, 2012

On our website we, the Los Angeles Police
Emerald Society, invite visitors to join us in
furthering Irish Culture through our Society.
As an organization we celebrate the law
enforcement community and our Irish heritage
throughout the year, by appearing in parades, fairs,
festivals and memorial services.
As I looked at our website, I began to wonder;
"How could I do this better? My first thought was,
"How do we demonstrate our patriotism as
American citizens?" First we respect our flag and
fly it as a remider of those who serve and important
days in American history. We support our soldiers,
we recognize significant accomplishments of our
fellow citizens, we display signs on our cars, wear
symbols on our clothing, display items in our home
or office, and we play patriotic music. Each are
great examples of ways we demonstrate our love
and appreciation for our American heritage.
Collectively we can transfer these things to
celebrate our Irish heritage as well. Hopefully by
doing this, we will inspire others to ask about our
organization and our heritage. With questions posed
to us, the real test begins. I believe as members, we
must be properly armed with knowledge of our
culture and heritage and how it has influenced law
enforcement as a whole.
Through the Garda, we bring historical pieces of
great Irish men and women as well as Irish
Americans, to instill a sense of honor for our
culture. As we recognize them and their
accomplishments, we hope to instill pride in
ourselves and our Society.
Although each of us should be proud of who we are
and where we came from, we understand that it
takes a diverse group to make anything successful;
our Emerald Society and law enforcement as a
whole are no exception, so we welcome other Celts
and non-Celts to share in our fellowship.
That being said, I would ask that each of you seek
out something Irish or Celtic; like a book, movie or
website, which relates to our connection between
law enforcement and our Irish heritage. With that
knowledge, you may educate yourself, your family
and your friends.
I challenge each of you to email the editor at
esociety2@gmail.com with a note about one way
you have shared, displayed or embraced your
heritage, so we may all benefit and learn ways to
honor our culture and to be more informed
members of LAPES.

Shorts Program
October 1, 2012
Festival Trailer

Please take a moment to share with us stories
about yourself or family members who are
celebrating their Irish heritage and are active in our
community. Pictures are great, too!
Another great way to further our Irish Culture is to
invite a friend to our next meeting. This will give
them a real flavor the way we honor and celebrate
our Irish heritage in the law enforcement
community.
Michael McPike Apodaca

Important Dates
Emerald Society Meeting

Wednesday, September 10
Membership Meeting - 1900 hrs.
Open Board Meeting - 1800 hrs.
~ Featured Speaker ~

To Be Announced
Dinner provided courtesy of

Emerald Society Members Alan and Cristina Donovan
The Los Angeles Police Academy
Daryl F. Gates Memorial Lounge
1880 Academy Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Next Meeting 10/12
Future meeting dates: 11/14, 12/12
Please RSVP at: esociety2@gmail.com

The Los Angles Police Emerald Society
Half Way to St. Patrick's Day BBQ
Sunday, September 23, 2012
11:00 am - 3:30 pm
featuring

Rick Boyle
and

Chris "The Animal" Pierce
of

Trooper Thorn
Tickets: $3.00 each or 4 for $10

The Society will provide burgers, hot dogs, hot links,
side dishes and non-alcoholic beverages.
The Los Angeles Police Academy Picnic Area
1880 Academy Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Please RSVP @ esociety2@gmail.com

The Los Angeles Police Emerald Society
Annual St. Patrick's Day Party
Saturday, March 02, 2013
Cocktails at 5:00 pm

Maggie's Pub
11900 Telegraph Road
Santa fe Springs, CA

Member of the Month

Patrick Fintan Devine
By Michael McPike-Apodaca
Many of us know Pat as our quiet Society Librarian, but don't know much more.
When I first met Pat it was at a Society meeting and I thought the same. I soon began
to see Pat at event after event and came to realize, while quiet, his presence at our
events spoke loudly of his support of our Society. If you think back to the events that
you have attended, try to name one that he has not been at or supported in one way
or another.
So, where did Pat come from and how did he find his way to the Emerald Society?

Pat was born in 1928, to parents Joan and Edmund Devine. His parents had
immigrated to New York in the early 1920s, a few years before Pat was born. Coming
from Counties Cork and Sligo respectively, the family found their way to the Inwood
Section, in the northern part of Manhattan. No doubt they picked Inwood because it
was predominately, an all-Irish community. It was customary, especially in New York
City, for immigrants to congregate in communities, which made them feel at home. Pat's
father was lucky to have a good job working at the power plant, a better job then most
of his friends. Pat and his four brothers were educated in all Catholic schools as he
grew up.
In 1946, when Pat graduated from high school, he joined the Navy. Because of the
technical skills he possessed, he was assigned to work on electrical programs including
radar and the like. Pat served in the Korean war effort and was proudly decorated for
his service. Following his exit from the service Pat attended Manhattan College, which
is also a Catholic school and graduated in 1956, with a degree in electrical engineering.
With his degree in hand, Pat found that Hughes Aircraft was hiring and to his benefit,
the field of airborne electronics was in it's infancy. His degree qualified him for hire and
this is how he supported himself through his career. Never married or tied down, Pat's
electronic engineering took him travelling throughout the world including; Japan, Korea,
South Africa and to Army, Navy and Air force bases throughout the US.
In 2001, Pat was at the Hermosa Beach St Patrick's Day Parade and heard the pipes
and drums. Having a love for the pipes he found himself in the center of the Emerald
Society. There he met our own
Bill Donoghue, who introduced him
to Steve Kirby the Society
President. The Emerald Society
seemed a natural fit for him, as they
were marching in the St Patrick's
Day Parade as he had marched
many times in the New York City's
St. Patrick's Day Parade with the
Fight 69th Regiment, with his
brother who himself, was a
Regiment member.
St. Patrick's Day Parade,
Pat also felt akin to the Society,
New York City circa 1939
since his brother, Finbar Devine
was with NYPD for 34 years and
the Drum Major of the band for many years. His brother Matthew was an FBI Agent.
Two more brothers round out the family, Donal, an engineer like Pat and Kevin, a
priest, a 'must have' for a fine Irish family.
Pat says he enjoys the Irish company of the Emerald Society members and the history
and culture that is brought to our meetings. He likes beings the librarian and says his
favorite book is, "The Fighting 69th" and "The Quiet Man," may be his favorite movie.
Pat has a lot of history especially for those who want to know more about first
generation Americans brought up by Irish parents. When asked what stories he
remembers his parents telling him about Ireland he said, "I remember my mother
telling us, first hand accounts of the Irish fight for independence and the ever presence
and deeds of the Black and Tans, during the period of the Easter uprising."
Controversial, but interesting stuff.
The next time you see Pat, ask him about Ireland you will learn something you did not
know, no doubt about that.
Note: We apologize, due to technical difficulties, we were unable to obtain a
publishable picture of Pat.

Emerald Society History

TALK TO ME!
The 'Seanachai' is Ready to Listen
Bill Donoghue
LAPES Historian
I've been fortunate enough to interview two of our Emerald Society "Stakeholders":

Matt Mulvihill and Bill Murphy. I am grateful for the time and effort. And I have now
heard from Steve Kirby, with a tremendous amount of excellent material, that I will be
holding for subsequent articles.
I feel I should give every opportunity to all the earliest founders, to respond with their
personal version of the beginnings, in a timely manner, so that we can continue in the
effort to claim our interesting and colorful history. Talk to me! In our old Irish tradition
the Seanachai is charged with telling the history, but he must first have the willing
cooperation of his own kinsmen.
In short, I would like to proceed in a timely fashion; so I am eagerly awaiting my
opportunity to interview Pat MacNamara and Bill McNeely. I have initiated the
necessary e-mails and telephone calls to get the ball
rolling. I have also initiated correspondence with Tom
Keleher of Long Beach PD who, I am told, played a key
roll in bringing in members from the Los Angeles region
outside of the LAPD. I hope I haven't been remiss in
that I have neglected to preface my name with "LAPES
Historian" in those early attempts to make the Seanachai
connection. I will do so, henceforth.
From Matt Mulvihill and Bill Murphy:
Bill Murphy is, understandably, proud of scholarships
and other activities in the Irish community, and memories
Tom Keleher
of meeting with many dignitaries. Bill is pleased that the
design, of what is now our Emerald Society emblem, was
drawn on a napkin at the academy lounge. Bill Murphy has acknowledged the driving
force of Steve Kirby, in taking on the monumental task of developing "Our own pipe
band"; with the support and efforts of Scott Walton, Mike Apodaca and others, who
played a truly major role.
Matt Mulvihill, a very busy man, training as a Foreign Service Diplomatic Courier, gave
me the time to share a colorful description of the writing of "our own charter" and the
early friendships that had developed during the riots; the meetings at Looney's;
McNeely's time as first president; and Tom Keleher's help in bringing in regional PDs.
We have received the following valuable, response from our very dependable friend
and Past President, Steve Kirby: "Virtually all of the LAPES newsletters up until the
Fall of 2008, so there is a lot of history right
there. Also, some months back he sent JJ
Leonard a box with LAPES photo albums from
the late 1990's. It would be worth checking with
him about those."
Also from Steve, I received the following
information about a key figure, George Hall:
Steve Kirby
"While I don't recall much of Eric Rigler's
leading the Pipes and Drums
involvement with the band; in those early years
George Hall was the only piper then. George
would hire pipers and drummers to get together and play for LAPES events. Eric,
likely, had been involved in a similar respect".
Many thanks to you; Matt Mulvihill; Bill Murphy; Steve Kirby; Scott Walton; Mike
Apodaca et al.

Pipe Band News

The History of the Bagpipe
By Cliff Armas
LAPES Pipes and Drums
Alfred Hitchcock once said, "I understand the inventor of the bagpipes was inspired
when he saw a man carrying an indignant, asthmatic pig under his arm. Unfortunately,
the man-made object never equaled the purity
of sound achieved by the pig." And thus begins
the saga of the bagpipes.
Bagpipes had their origin in the times of the
Greeks and Egyptians around 1000 BC. The
Greeks played the single and double flute. The
air reserve used to blow into the flute was their
mouth. Often flute players cheeks would swell

up, distorting their face. The Greeks found this
to be offensive and developed a leather strap to
go around the face to keep the cheeks from
distorting.
Eventually a bag was used to store the air. A
blow stick was placed into the bag so air could
be blown into it. The flute was stuck into the
bag and the air rushing out would sound the
flute. The stomach of a sheep or other animal
Greek Pipes and Drums,
was used as a reservoir to store the air. Due to
Circa 1000 BC
the simplicity of the material used to make
bagpipes, the instrument became popular with peasants and commoners alike.
When the Romans conquered the Greeks they adapted many of their customs, the
bagpipes being one of them. The bagpipes were carried by the Roman Army to
announce their arrival into new lands or onto the battlefield. Thus bagpipes were soon
exported throughout the entire known world.
Legend says that Julius Cesar, during the conquest of Britain, in an effort to keep the
causalities to a minimum, decided to ambush the Celtic forces and frighten the forces
of their mounted troops. Cesar did this
by gathering together all of the players of
the Utricularis, or Roman bagpipes.
Cesar had them lay in a concealed
position. At a pre-arranged signal all the
pipers played at once. The Celtic horses
bolted, throwing their riders. The Roman
Army then rushed in and annihilated the
Celts. When the Britons understood the
cause of their defeat, they immediately
considered the bagpipe an instrument of
divine nature with magical qualities. For
this reason they were lured by its sound
to the point of idolizing and worshiping it
in order to conquer its magic.
A Roman Bagpiper by J. Gilbert from
"In The Exhibition Of The Water-Color
Society" published in "The Illustrated
London News" June, 1861.

In 1670, the first bagpipe school was
founded in Syke, Scotland. Clan
chieftains would employ their own clan
pipers. The lament, "A Pipers Warning to
his Master," was composed to tell the

story of one such piper.
The chieftain of the clan sailed away to conduct business. While he was away, a
feuding clan managed to take over the castle. They were going to lay in ambush and kill
the returning chieftain. The piper told the enemy commander he always stood on the
castle turret and piped his master in upon his return. If he did not, then his master
would suspect something was wrong and not return to the castle. The piper was
allowed to pipe his master in, but the piper changed the tune slightly. The returning
chieftain heard the different tune, turned away, and was not captured. Unfortunately,
the warring chieftain ordered the pipers hands cut off for warning his master.
Next month we will continue with the history of the bagpipes from the 1700s to the
present.
One final question: Why do bagpipers walk when they play?
Answer: To get away from the noise.

The Irish-American Movie of the Month

The Matchmaker
By Bill Robertson
Editor
I must confess, this is one of my favorite
movies. Yes, it is a chick-flick. Yes, it is a
little mindless fun. And yes, it stars Janeane
Garofalo, but it was made back when she
was still cute and playful.

Janeane, plays Marcy a political operative
for an Irish-American Senator, played by
Jay O. Sanders, who is in the middle of a
re-election bid and who dreams that some
day, he will be the President.
Marcy is dispatched to Ireland to locate the
Senator's long lost Irish relatives, which
Nick, the campaign manager, played by
Dennis Leary, hopes to use as pawns to
help win the Irish vote in Boston.
Marcy eventually arrives in the village of
Ballinagra, which is in the middle of it's
Annual Matchmaking Festival. She hires the local genealogist and does some
investigating of her own with a little help of one of the local matchmakers, Dermot,
skillfully portrayed by Milo O'Shea.
Marcy fends off many advances from the lads who are there to meet their match, but
she eventually finds herself giving in
and opening up to her feelings for
Sean, a witty former journalist,
portrayed by David O'Hara, who
has been aiding her in her quest.

Trailer: "The Matchmaker" 1997

A variety of scenarios are played
out, but resulting without success in
locating the Senator's people. Leary
takes matters into his own hands
and drags the hapless Senator to
Ireland, which is when things really
begin to go astray.

Although this is an American film, it is full of the Irish sense of humor, which make Irish
films, Irish.
I loved the blend of Irish and American actors, telling this tale of the American melting
pot and our endless search for our roots, whether the be in Ireland or somewhere else
in the World.
You can find The Matchmaker on Amazon.com for less than $5.00 new and less than
$2.00 used. Well worth the price of the DVD and a bag of popcorn!

Pipe Band News

A Special Evening Under the Stars
By Bryan Hyland
Vice President, LAPES Pipes and Drums
Fund Raising Chair
and
George Carroll
Seóirse Ó'Cearbhaill
President, The Los Angeles Police Emerald Sociey
On a gorgeous summer evening at the beautiful Mountain Gate Country Club, The Los
Angeles Police Emerald Society Pipes and Drums held their most successful fundraising
event ever.
The first, of what will certainly become an annual event, was held on August 10, 2012,
and featured a fantastic dinner accompanied by some fine single malt scotches and
premium cigars, which were enjoyed by nearly 190 guests.

Emerald Society members enjoying each other and the evening. From L to R:
LBPD Chief, Jim McDonnell; Irish Man of the Year, Scott Walton; President of
the LAPES Pipes and Drums Michael Apodace; Event Chairman, Brian Hyland
The evening started out with a cocktail, of choice, and a cigar for those who wished to
indulge. Bagpipe music filled the air perfomed by the band's pipe coach, Darrell
Calvillo, who was accompanied by drum coach, Mike Jett.
As dinner concluded, famed police drama novelist, James Ellroy, spoke on the
tragedy of "The Onion Field" murder and memory of Officer Ian Campbell, sharing the
events of earlier in the day and the dedication of Ian Campbell Square in Hollywood.
Mr. Elroy tied in Officer Campbell's love of bagpiping, with the selfless effort the band
members undertake, driven in part to keep the memory of Ian's sacrifice alive.
Auctioneer Jim Cunningham reminded the audience how Ian Campbell's passing
started a tradition within the LAPD of having Piper's perform in token appreciation for
the sacrifice soldiers and peace officers make defending our freedom.
Cunningham elaborated on the effect the band has had on survivor's, particularly
members of Concerns of Police Survivors (C.O.P.S.) during annual memorial
ceremonies at the State Capitol in
Sacramento. In the audience and
expressing gratitude for the
emotional support the band
continually shows were C.O.P.S.
family members Mary and John
Huffman, who's son Orange County
Sheriff's Sergeant Matt Davis's life
was taken in 2002 and Gold Star
parents Gary and Elaine Brattain,
who's son Private First Class Joel K.
Brattain was killed in action in Iraq in
2004.
Cunningham transformed the mood
of the evening with an enthusiastic
live auction, which created and
incredible amount of excitement as a
variety of items garnered bids, which
climbed well into the hundereds of
dollars.
Ladies love men in dress uniforms.
From L to R: L/R: Army 1st SGT / TSA
Manager Bruce Sweeney, USN Veteran /
LAPD SGT / Bagpiper Piper Michael (Mick)
Rose, USN MCPO / Airport Police Ofcr
Thomas Dye, USAF CMSGT / LASD SGT /
Emerald Society President George Carroll

The auction lead perfectly into a
high-energy performance by the
Wicked Tinkers on the beautifully lit
outdoor terrace. The Tinkers played
a few sets, with a couple of LAPES
Pipe Band members sitting in.

Guests continued to enjoy cocktails as raffle tickets were drawn and prizes
were handed out to the crowd.
Two members chose this fine occasion to celebrate their birthdays with the Society;
Kat Meredith who was there with her husband and Allyn Anderson who celebrated at
the Irish Fair Board table, with his brother Terry.
The Band would like to thank Darrell Calvillo and Mike Jett for their Pipe and Drum
performance, the Wicked Tinkers, Bo's Cigar Lounge, auctioneer Jim Cunningham,
Esq., and Chris Uhde of JVS Wine Imports for all their hard work to make the event a
smashing success! The band is also grateful to those who particpated in the auction;
raising a good amount of money for the band.
For those of you who missed it, ask anyone that was there, this was THE fundraising
event of the year. The band is already planning out next year's event. We will keep you
posted on the progress. We sold out this year so stay tuned for more info as we plan
throughout the year.

The Benefits
of
Membership!

Honor Guard

Gifts and Clothing
The Irish Import Shop
Hollywood
10% Discount
Wee Canny Scot
Hollywood
15% Discount

Pubs and
Restaurants
Ciao Cristina
Bar - Tavola - Pizzeria
Burbank
10% Discount
Corrigan's Irish Pub
Moorpark
10% Discount
Gallagher's Pub
Long Beach
10 % Discount

The Los Angeles Police Emerald Society Pipes
and Drums and the Honor Guard
at the 2012 Hermosa Beach Saint Patrick's Parade

We are still looking for members to join the
Emerald Society Honor Guard. We have been well
received to this point leading the Pipes and Drums
in several parades, but we are looking forward to
the day when we can have five abreast bearing the
colors of the United States, Ireland and the Emerald
Society
We will be marching with the pipeband at the
Hollywood Chirstmas Parade.
I need members, who already have a Society kilt
to step up the plate.
We need to look sharp for worldwide television.
Please contact Bill Robertson ASAP at:
esociety2@gmail.com

The Harp Inn
Costa Mesa
10% Discount
Joxer Daly's Irish Pub
Culver City
10% Discount
Nadine's Irish Mist
Sunset Beach
10% Discount
The Tilted Kilt
Valencia
10% Discount
Long Beach
15% Discount
Please feel free to speak
with your favorite pub,
restaurant, import shop or
any business about the
Emerald Society and have
them contact Bill Robertson
at esociety2@gmail.com, if
they would like to offer a
discount to LAPES
members.
You must show your LAPES
2012 Membership Card!!!
Apply for membership

The LAPES Board
George Carroll
President
661-714-8553
esgr4u@gmail.com

Reggie Canale-Miles
Vice President / Keeper of the Wares
310-629-9802
regina.canale-miles@infragard.org

Cliff Breeden
Secretary
714-287-4700
cebreeden@hotmail.com

Tommy Kirk
Treasurer
661-645-5110
tommythek50@aol.com

Bill Robertson
Sergeant-at-Arms / Newsletter Editor
562-371-4371
brobertson820@yahoo.com

Membership Committee
Michael Apodaca

today!
Membership Application

Rick De Martino
Tommy Kirk

Social Committee
Important Links

Reggie Canale-Miles
Bill Robertson

Los Angeles Police
Emerald Society

Librarian

Previous Issues of
The Garda News

Historian

LAPES Pipes and Drums
Inland Empire
Emerald Society

Patrick Devine

Bill Donoghue
liamail2@aol.com

* Volunteer to be on a committee

National Conference
of Law Enforcement Emerald
Societies

Invite your friends to
join our mailing list, too!

Forward The Garda News
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