The Los Angles Police Emerald Society
714 West Olympic Blvd. Suite 948, Los Angeles, CA 90015-1425
esociety2@gmail.com * www.emeraldsociety.net

The Garda News
July 2012
Celebrating 20 years!!!
In this Issue
President's Message
Important Dates

President's Message

Scholarship Winner
Irish American History
Member of the Month
Irish Movie of the Month
Irish Whiskey of the Month
LAPES History
Sgt. At Arms Message
A Piper's Tale
Membership Benefits

Seóirse Ó'Cearbhaill
LASD Retired
Wow, May and June brought great
participation from our members, with
some of our best attended meetings to
date, and with over seventeen individual
members volunteering to man our
information booths at both the ScotsFest in Costa Mesa and
the Big Irish Fair at Irvine Lake.

Important Contacts

Membership
Cards
If you have not recieved
your 2012 membership
card and you have paid
your 2012 dues, please
let us know and we will
be sure to get a card to
you ASAP.
We will also have cards
available at the
meetings.
Thank you,
The Board

Recruitment is the healthiest I've seen in years and our
booths draw families for photo op's with our members and
the Claymore sword provided by our Sergeant at Arms and
the sword loaned to us by Gil Sawyer. Children are drawn
to the Victorian era, two handed, Claymore (Wallace)
swords and thrilled to be pictured holding it.
I hope as you read Bill Robertson's Garda newsletter, you'll
see his emphasis on bringing you stories about our members
and their family accomplishments. My challenge to you is to
bring more stories about you and yours.
At the Irish Fair, we were pleased to see long time member
SGM, retired, Bill Leahy stop by and renew membership.
Also joining us was Dan Sugrue, a founding member of our
Society and now VP of the Inland Empire Emerald Society.
Mike De La Hunt recruited votes for his daughter Katie, in
the running to be crowned Fiesta Queen in his local parish.
Good Luck to Katie. We'll report on her experience and
success in a later newsletter. The Irvine Lake venue for the
fair brought many law enforcement brethren from San Diego
and the Inland Empire counties, so our booth served to
recruitment members for both of our neighbor Societies.
Speaking of success, you'll remember our own Society
member, Megan Kirk, was on international tour as a
professional Irish Dancer. Well, she's back in town and
appearing at Ceili at the Ford Amphitheater at 10:00 a.m. on
July 7th, called "A Gaelic Gathering."
Recently I've encountered several well meaning former
members who greet me by saying they're a member and I'm
sure they are in spirit. Too often though, I do not find them
on the roster of paid members. We all know that times are
tough and as your President, I'd prefer to leave dues
payment to your conscience. The point is I'd rather you
attend functions and pay when you can than to miss out on
your camaraderie. Realize dues help provide scholarships,
beverages and incidentals for meetings, booth fee's at events,
etc. Our treasurer's books are open for your inspection and
we invite you to review how we spend your money!

Please drop us a note at either esociety2@gmail.com or
lapesgardsnews@yahoo.com. We wonld love to let the
members hear from you!
Stay safe!
George

Important Dates
A Gaelic Gathering of Irish Music and Dance
(click for details)

Featuring Society Member

Megan Kirk

Satuday, July 7 - 1000 hrs.
Adults $5.00 & Chidren Free

Ford Amphitheatre
2580 Cahuenga Blvd. East
Hollywood, CA 90068
Sponsored by the Los Angeles County Arts Commission

Emerald Society Meeting

Wednesday, July 11
Membership Meeting - 1900 hrs.
Open Board Meeting - 1800 hrs.
~ Featured Speaker ~

Major Shane Padden
69th New York State Volunteers
an American Civil War Reinactment Group

Discussing the history of
the Fighting Irish of the American Civil War
Featuring

a display of period flags, weapons and uniforms.
Dinner povided courtesy of

Emerald Society Members Alan and Cristina Donovan
The Los Angeles Police Academy
Daryl F. Gates Memorial Lounge
1880 Academy Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Next Meeting 08/08
Future meeting dates: 09/10, 10/12, 11/14, 12/12

Pipe Band Fundraiser
Dinner, Whiskey and Cigar Tasting
Friday, August 10
1800 hrs.

$95.00 per person
George Carroll and Bill Robertson
have tickets available for Society members!
Mountain Gate Country Club
12445 Mountain Gate Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90049

The Los Angles Police Emerald Society
Half Way to St. Patrick's Day BBQ
Sunday, September 23, 2012
11:00 am - 3:30 pm

The Los Angeles Police Academy Picnic Area
1880 Academy Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90012

The Los Angeles Police Emerald Society
Annual St. Patrick's Day Party
Saturday, March 02, 2013
Cocktails at 5:00 pm

Maggie's Pub
11900 Telegraph Road
Santa fe Springs, CA

Scholarship Winner
Each year the Los Angeles Police Emerald Society holds a scholarship competition,
which is open to children and grandchildren of Emerald Society members.
Participants must write an "on the spot" essay, which is then judged and a winner is
named.
This year's winner is Jordan Vallejo of North Hollywood High School. Jordan, who
was awarded a $500 scholarship, by the Society, will be studying Mechanical
Engineering at Purdue University in Indianna.

Scholarahip winner Jordan Vallejo at the June 13, Emerald Society meeting with:
(L to R) Lyle Lewinson - Scholarship Committee Chair, Janice Lewinson, Reggie Canale-Miles LAPES VP, Jordan Vallejo, Laurie Vallejo and Gary Vallejo.

Irish American History

An Irish Hand in American Independence
By Michael McPike - Apodaca
On July 4th, Americans will be
celebrating Independence Day. The
document that gives us this
independence is our Nation's
Declaration of Independence signed
on July 4, 1776, by John Hancock.
The remainder of the 54 delegates
did not sign the document until
August 2, 1776.
The signors of this document did so
at great risk to themselves, essentially signing there own death warrant as well
as exposing their family and property to grave consequences.
As Emeralds we can be proud to
know that nine of the 54 other
signors of the Declaration were of
Irish decent. Of those five were
born in Ireland. Thomas McKean County Antrim Ireland 1734,
James Smith - Ulster 1719, George
Taylor- Antrim Ireland 1716,
Matthew Thornton 1714 ,John
Dunlap - Strabane County Tyrone,
1757. Joining them were Irish
decedents Charles Carroll - Clan O
Cearbhail, Edward Rutledge Country Tyrone, Thomas Lynch Galway Lynch tribe,and George
Read - Dublin.
Since this signing Irish Americans
have been a huge part of the
American fabric and to this day continue to fight for and risk so much to
protect this document and our great nation.We can wear our Irish heritage with
pride we deserve it.
Happy 4th of July.

Featured Member of the Month

The Bold O'Donoghue
By Bill Robertson
Bill Donoghue has been member of the Los Angeles Police Emerald Society since
approximately 1995.
He is a past president of the Emerald Society (2002) and is a member of the Society
Honor Guard, who typically has the honor of carrying the Irish flag.
Bill recently took on the role of Society Historian and for those of you, who know Bill's
bility to tell a tale, know that he is
the right person for the job.
He started his career in Law
Enforcement in 1956 as a foot
patrol officer in the St. Louis
Metropolitan Police Department
where he served until 1958.
He came to California in 1958
seeking nicer weather and better
pay and joined the Downey Police
Department. His stay in Downey
was brief and he quickly moved to

Anaheim PD where he worked
until 1985.
In Anaheim, Bill started off in a
one-man patrol car, which lead to
Bill donoghue, Anaheim PD 1959
assignments as a Crime Scene
Investigator, Motorcycle Officer,
Patrol Sergeant, Motorcycle Traffic Sergeant, TACT Team (SWAT) leader Sergeant,
Hostage Negotiator / Crisis Intervention Unit, Reserve Corps Coordinator, Stadium /
Convention Center Sergeant, Background Investigations and Labor Relations Officer.
When Bill left APD, in 1985 he landed a job as an investigator with the B-2 Division of
Northrop Corp. "At the time we were very hush-hush about even mentioning the B-2,
we were truly in the 'black world' of security ... If I told you all the details I'd have to
kill you." He added, "It was seriously top secret stuff."
Bill worked his way up to Senior Investigator before they cut back on production of
the elegant airplane and he left in 1994 to do some PI work.
Bill had a teaching credential, a BA from the University of Redlands and Masters
Degree from Pepperdine University, so he was able to teach legal and law enforcement
occupations in the Orange County and Los Angeles County ROP programs and
Academies. He also taught at Fullerton and Rio Hondo Colleges.

Bill Donoghue, 2012 San Diego
St. Patrick's Day Parade pre-party!!!

In 1999, he was deputized as a
Professional Services Reserve with
the OC Sheriff's Department. "I
was happy to do the volunteer
work, which served to enhance my
teaching credential." Bill stated
that, "In 2000, the OC Sheriff's
Dept. even awarded me the
HTCU (High Tech Crime Unit)
Supervisor of the Year Award for
Demonstrated Commitment to the
department and to unit goals,"
adding "It was a very nice plaque!
The Sheriff's Department also sent
Bill to Lakewood, Colorado to

learn details of the Columbine disaster.
In 2003, Bill had a life threatening episode and had to have a triple by-pass surgery
and left the OC Sherriff's Department.
Bill served as the president of the RPEA (Retired Public Employee's Assoc. of CA)
Chapter 40 in Anaheim and as Director of Area VIII, including twelve chapters from
Chula Vista in San Diego County to Long Beach in LA County through 2009. He also
chaired The RPEA Ad Hoc Committee for Contract Agencies and is presently the
Legislative Chair for Chapter 40 RPEA.
Bill had an impressive career in law enforcement as well as education and is a valuable
member of the Emerald Society, the Irish community and the community at large.

Movie of the Month

White Irish Drinkers
By Michael McPike - Apodaca
In 1975 the Bay Ridge section of Brooklyn finds
Irish brothers Brian and Danny Leary struggling
between good and bad. The two are raised by a
hard drinking father and their mother who lives
under a veil of abuse.
Brian, the youngest, has a soft side displayed
through his art and his wishes to make more of
himself. Danny who also suffers his fathers abuse
is a street thug always pressuring and influencing
his brother to follow an easier way, through a life
of crime.

This toil takes Brian outside the family to his
work at the struggling Lafayette theater and a
girlfriend who is a bit of a dreamer. A real
dilemma develops when Danny persuades Brian
to rob his boss, who is marketing an impromptu appearance by the Rolling Stones, at
the theater.
Nick Thurston (Brian) and Geoffey Wigdor (Danny) are superb in their performances
of the Irish brothers. The result is a great evening of TV viewing. I highly recommend
White Irish Drinkers and it gets my favor.
Irish Whiskey of the Month

Greenore Single Malt Whiskey
By Scott Walton
In March, I celebrated my 50th birthday. About a week later, an old friend of mine
stopped by to wish me a belated happy
birthday and delivered my birthday present.
His present was none other than a fine bottle of
Irish Single Malt Whiskey. It was called
Greenore and, according to the label, it is from
the Cooley Distillery, County Louth, Ireland.
Rather than "single malt" as a bottle of scotch
might be labeled, this bottle read "single
grain". I guess the Irish just have to be
different!
The bottle also stated, "small batch, aged 8
years".
Since my friend was on his way home from a
concert with Pacific Symphony and I was in for
the night, I suggested we crack it open right
away and he readily agreed. I grabbed three
shot glasses and my wife Jenny, Dave and I
had a taste.
It was by far the best Irish Single Malt (scotch
style) whiskey I have ever had. Jenny, who
does not usually like whiskey strait even liked
it. This whiskey is very smooth with no real bite
and the peat (smokiness) is very subtle. It has a
nice vanilla aftertaste.
We finished the bottle in about a month so I went out in search of another, just to make
sure it wasn't a fluke. I found it a the Wine & More store in Huntington Beach. This
store, which is a chain, has the largest selection of whiskey I have ever seen. I found a
bottle there for $42.00. It is as good as the first. Bottom's Up!
LAPES History
Bill Donoghue has volunteered to be the LAPES Historian. We have asked Bill
to travel back in time and to build a complete history of the Society, which we
can include on the website or possibly even in book form.
Please contact Bill and provide him with stories about memorable moments in
the Society, photos and/or factual data about Society Board Members. (who did
what when?)
Bill has started interviewing plankholders and we
wanted to give you all a sample of what he has
discovered to this point.
Her is a recap of his interview with Matt Mulvihill:

In the Begining ...
By Bill Donoghue
LAPES Historian
My first telephone call to Matt Mulvihill was on Saturday, June 25, 2012. Matt

related that he had worked with fellow founders, Bill McNeely and Bill Murphy, in the
Harbor Division in the late 1980s. Matt had made the move from
Philadelphia to Los Angeles in 1983 for the same reason I left St.
Louis in 1958, "better pay and better weather in LA".
Pat MacNamara had been a classmate at the academy with Matt and
Bill McNeely, and there had been a lot of chat amongst them, all in the
report writing room; about starting an Emerald Society in LA. They
eventually contacted the NYPD Emerald Society and wrote "our own charter,"
working directly from the New York City model.
Matt Mulvihill

During the riots following the "Rodney King" incident, Matt worked three straight
weeks, with no days off, and for 14 to 19 hour long watches with McNeely on motors.
The two bonded in that stressful time and shared their enthusiasm for starting an
Emerald Society. The four founders continued to meet, and to do some planning early
on, at the Police Academy.
The first meeting at Looney's Tavern on Western near the Los Angeles / Torrance
border was a big starter. Fifty or sixty cops
showed up for that first meeting in 1992.
There were no elections for the first year.
McNeely became the first president, installed
in 1993.
Matt gives much credit to Tom Kelleher for the
assistance he provided early on, by helping
bring in the broader LA region Police
departments, especially Long Beach PD.
Deputy Chief Matt Hunt, a Cork man by birth, was signed up. Chief Willy Williams,
who had been with The Emerald Society in Philadelphia, was signed up as an honorary
member (it then became customary to make the Chiefs honoraries). Matt also recalls
that an honorary membership was given to Ronald Reagan in approximately 1995.
I feel fortunate and grateful, that I was able to catch a very busy Matt Mulvihill in time
to get this needed information. Matt is training as a Foreign Service Diplomatic
Courier. He will be escorting and insuring the safety of diplomatic instruments and
pouches. Training now and obtaining the necessary visas, he will be posted in
Germany for the next two years. He will certainly be traveling a lot.

Sergeant At Arms Message

Big Irish Fair at Irvine Lake
By Bill Robertson
I am just going to take a moment to talk about the Big Irish Fair at
Irvine Lake. The new fair location was great, with tons of shade, many food
options and lots of great entertainment.
I want to acknowldege Terry and Allyn Anderson and the Irish Fair Board for
making The Emerald Society feel like VIPs.
Secondly, I want to acknowledge Socitey President, George Carroll for stepping up
and taking the lead on Saturday, when I became unavailable due to a family event.
Now for the members who really made a difference ... I hope I don't miss anyone. For
their service to the Society on Saturday, I want to acknowledge Tom Kelleher,
Amanda Monard, Ron Monard, Rick Sudik, Jimmy and Rhonda Fox, Dennis O'Dell
and the members of the pipes and drums, who were camped out, right next door.

LtoR: Members Michael Murphy, Tom Kelleher, (unknown), Bill Donoghue, Rick Sudik, Chief Jim
McDonnell and George Carroll pose on the Society booth at the Big Irish Fair at Irvine Lake.

On Sunday, we decided we needed to move the booth to a location where we might
get a little more traffic. I want to thank Mick Rose, Scott Walton, Michael and Cindy
Apodaca, Charlie Ezelle, George Carroll, Tom Kelleher and Lynn Gutierrez, who
jumped in and got the booth moved and set up early Sunday morning. Rounding out
the day were, Pat Devine, Tom Trimble, Ron Esparza, Bill Donoghue, Michael
Murphy, Pat Robertson and Rick Sudik, all of whom joined us for a memborable
Father's Day and a successful day of recruitment.
Not to be left out, Society member, Long Beach Chief of Police, Jim McDonnell,
stopped by the booth to say hello and spend some time with the members.
I want to welcome all of our new members and remind everyone that participating in
Society events is the best way to celebrate your Irish heritage.

A Piper's Tale
As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I was asked by a funeral director to play at
a graveside service for a homeless man. Due to his tattoos, the funeral director felt that
this man had served in the military and therefore, deserved a proper ceremony.
Since no family or friends had come forward, the service was to be at a pauper's
cemetery in the Kentucky back country. As I was not familiar with the backwoods, I
got lost and, being a typical man, I didn't stop for directions.
I finally arrived an hour late and had evidently missed the brief service, since the funeral
director and the hearse were nowhere in sight. However, there were three diggers
sitting under a tree eating lunch.
I felt badly and apologized to the
men for being late. I walked over to
the side of the grave and looked
down to see that the vault lid was
already in place and that some dirt
had been shoveled into the hole.
I didn't know what else to do, so I
took my pipes out of their case and I
started to play.
The workers put down their lunches and gathered around. I played my heart and soul
out for this man with no family and no friends. I played like I had never played before
and as I played "Amazing Grace" the workers began to weep. They wept, I wept, we
all wept together.
When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes and started for my car. Though my head
hung low, my heart was full of peace knowing what we had done for the homeless
man.
As I opened my car door, one of the workers stopped me and said, "I have never seen
nothin' like that before ... not once in my twenty years of installing septic tanks ... not
once!"
Apparently, I am still lost ...

The Benefits of Membership!
Gifts and Clothing
The Irish Import Shop
Hollywood
10% Discount
Wee Canny Scot
Hollywood
15% Discount

Pubs and Restaurants
Ciao Cristina ~ Bar - Tavola - Pizzeria
Burbank
10% Discount
Corrigan's Irish Pub
Moorpark
10% Discount
The Harp Inn
Costa Mesa
10% Discount

Joxer Daly's Irish Pub
Culver City
10% Discount
Nadine's Irish Mist
Sunset Beach
10% Discount
The Tilted Kilt
Valencia
10% Discount
Long Beach
15% Discount
Please feel free to speak with your favorite pub, restaurant,
import shop or any business about the Emerald Society and have them contact
Bill Robertson at lapesgardanews@yahoo.com, if they would like to offer a
discount to LAPES members.
You must show your LAPES 2012 Membership Card!!!
Apply for membership today! 2012 Membership Application

The LAPES Board
George Carroll
President
661-714-8553
esgr4u@gmail.com

Reggie Canale-Miles
Vice President / Keeper of the Wares
310-629-9802
regina.canale-miles@infragard.org

Cliff Breeden
Secretary
714-287-4700
cebreeden@hotmail.com

Tommy Kirk
Treasurer
661-645-5110
tommythek50@aol.com

Bill Robertson
Sergeant-at-Arms / Newsletter Editor
562-371-4371
brobertson820@yahoo.com
lapesgardanews@yahoo.com

Membership Committee
Michael Apodaca
Rick De Martino
Tommy Kirk

Social Committee
Reggie Canale-Miles
Bill Robertson

Librarian
Patrick Devine

Historian
Bill Donoghue
* Volunteer to be on a committee
Important Links
Los Angeles Police
Emerald Society
Previous Issues of
The Garda News
LAPES Pipes and
Drums
Inland Empire
Emerald Society
National Conference
of Law Enforcement
Emerald Societies

Irish Veterans
Memorial Project

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Honor Guard
We are still looking for members to join the Emerald Society
Honor Guard. We have been well received to this point
leading the Pipes and Drums in several parades, but we are
looking forward to the day when we can have five abreast
bearing the colors of the United States, Ireland and the
Emerald Society
Long-term Volunteer Opportunity
I am looking for two assistants to aid me in the duties of
Sergeant-At-Arms.
Please contact me ASAP at:
brobertson820@yahoo.com
Sincerely,

Invite your friends to
join our mailing list, too!

Bill Robertson
Sergeant At Arms
Los Angeles Police Emerald Society

Forward The Garda News
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