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Emerald Society
Belt Buckles
The Los Angeles
Police Emerald Society
belt buckles are in and
will be available for
purchase at the August
meeting.
Price to be determined.
The Board

It has been a few months since we checked in with you, the
members, to ask how we are doing.
The Los Angeles Police Emerald Society is, first and
foremost, an Irish heritage law enforcement fraternal
organization. We want to be sure that we are honoring, who
we say we are, in your eyes and in the eyes of the community
at large.
So, we invite you to let us know if we, the board, are living up
to the trust you have placed in us to guide the organization in a
manner which makes you proud to be associated with the
Emerald Society.
We have had an excellent spring and summer to this point, in
the recruiting of new members and attracting long-time
members to rejoin the Society.
As we move into the last half of the year, we want to
encourage you offer your assistance to a board member or to
volunteer to be on a committee, join the Honor Guard or the
Pipe Band.
Please feel free to share your thoughts with any board
member.
Thank you,

The Board

Important Dates
Emerald Society Meeting

Wednesday, August 8
Membership Meeting - 1900 hrs.
Open Board Meeting - 1800 hrs.
~ Featured Speaker ~

Lisa McLaughlin
founder of the

Los Angeles Irish Film Festival
and

Irish Woman of the Year
Dinner provided courtesy of

Emerald Society Members Alan and Cristina Donovan
The Los Angeles Police Academy
Daryl F. Gates Memorial Lounge
1880 Academy Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Next Meeting 09/10
Future meeting dates: 10/12, 11/14, 12/12
Please RSVP at: esociety2@gmail.com

Pipe Band Fundraiser
Dinner, Whiskey and Cigar Tasting
featuring

James Ellroy
and the

Wicked Tinkers
Friday, August 10
1800 hrs.

$95.00 per person
George Carroll and Bill Robertson
have tickets available for Society members!
Mountain Gate Country Club
12445 Mountain Gate Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90049

Honor Guard Meeting
Saturday, August 25
10:00 am
Watch the Honor Guard with the LAPES Pipes and Drums in Hermosa Beach
If you are interested in the Honor/Color Guard please attend.
We are meeting in the OC, because the five people who have expressed the most
interest in being a part of the Honor Guard, live in the OC.
If you would like a more LA friendly meeting at another time,
please contact Bill Robertson
Office of Jimmy Fox
1901 Newport Blvd
Suite 350
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Refreshments will be provided.
Please RSVP to Bill Robertson at: esociety2@gmail.com

The Los Angles Police Emerald Society
Half Way to St. Patrick's Day BBQ
Sunday, September 23, 2012
11:00 am - 3:30 pm

Tickets: $3.00 each or 4 for $10

The Society will provide burgers, hot dogs, hot links,
side dishes and non-alcoholic beverages.
Entertainment: TBA
The Los Angeles Police Academy Picnic Area
1880 Academy Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Please RSVP @ esociety2@gmail.com

The Los Angeles Police Emerald Society
Annual St. Patrick's Day Party
Saturday, March 02, 2013
Cocktails at 5:00 pm

Maggie's Pub
11900 Telegraph Road
Santa fe Springs, CA

On a sad note ...
We are sad to report the passing of Michael
Liddy.
Michael passed away from cancer of the throat
last week. He was 72 years old.
Michael was one of the original members of
LAPES.
He was a retired New Haven, CT police officer.
Michael's son is Brian Liddy.
Our thoughts and prayers are with his family.

T-shirt Contest Winner
By Bill Robertson
We had the T-shirt design contest at the July meeting. Five designs
were submitted by members Amanda Monard, Bill Donoghue and Bill
Robertson.
It was a very close vote between two designs.
l

Amanda submitted a design with paid tribute to the memory of Ian

Campbell.
l

Bill R. submitted a design which featured crossed flags celebrating our shared Irish and
American heritage.

In the end, the design submitted by Amanda won out, with the request that it be revised to
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of Ian Campbell's end of watch in 1963.
The board is exploring the possibility of using both designs, since they were both very popular.
Amanda donated her $100 prize to the LAPES Pipes and Drums.

Scholarship Thank You
The Society received this thank you
note from Ms. Jordan Vallejo.
Dear Emerald Society Members:
Thank you so much for the
scholarship you awarded me.
It will be very helpful for when I
begin attending Purdue University
in August.
Thank you, again.
Sincerely,

Scholarship winner Jordan Vallejo at the June
13, Emerald Society meeting with: (L to R) Lyle
Lewinson - Scholarship Committee Chair,
Janice Lewinson, Reggie Canale-Miles - LAPES
VP, Jordan Vallejo, Laurie Vallejo and Gary
Vallejo.

Jordan Vallejo
LAPES History

In The Beginning ...

By Bill Donoghue
LAPES Historian
LAPD Captain III, William A. Murphy, Comander of the Northeast Area, was
interviewed on July 11, 2012 at approximately 1300 hours.
Bill Murphy recalls that Bill McNeely
and Pat MacNamara were academy
classmates in July 1985. McNeely,
Matt Mulvihill and Murphy were all
together in Harbor Division, Mac
Namara went on to 77th in Air Support
as a helicopter pilot. All shared in
enthusiasm for an early vision of a Los
Angeles Police Emerald Society.
McNeely was residing in Walnut when
the group of four found a convenient
Marie Callender's that was nearby, for
some of the early meetings.
Meanwhile McNeely and Mulvihill became motor cops and shared that bonding
experience.
Bill Murphy, LAPES plank holder.

Murphy remembers that the fifty-two who showed up at the important meeting at
Looney's were mostly all South Bureau guys. Then in August 1992, another even
bigger event occurred. That major event, in Murphy's opinion, was a beach gettogether held on August 10, at Bolsa Chica in Huntington Beach.
A key factor in the acceptance of the Society was that Chief Willy Williams had been
an honorary member of The Emerald Society, when he had been chief in Philadelphia.
He knew what the Emerald Society was about and supported it.
By 1994 or 1995, there were about six hundred members. In two or three years they
modified the banner to "Los Angeles Police" from
The Los Angeles Police Department" to
accommodate the regional influence that was
rapidly developing.
Eric Rigler, a world class piper, who was
responsible for much of the music in "Braveheart"
had been leading The Los Angeles Police
Department Pipe Band. Murphy commented, "His
group practiced regularly at the academy, routinely
playing for our meetings and enjoyed socializing
with the membership afterward in The Embers
Room (presently the location of a uniform store)".
Adding, "Eric had become a friend of the Emerald
Society, and had provided the stirring and inspiring
pipe music. It then became evident that we really
should have our own Emerald Society Pipe Band."

Eric Rigler playing the Uilleann
pipes in a recent concert.

Murphy acknowledges the driving force of Steve
Kirby, in taking on the monumental task of
developing "Our own pipe band"; with the support
and efforts of Scott Walton and others playing a real
major role.
Murphy is proud of the scholarships awarded and
the activities that developed in the Irish community.
He also shared that Society members met with
President Ronald Reagan and presented him with an
Emerald Society jacket in approximately 1995 or
1996. Meetings were also held with Irish President
Mary Robinson, Consul General Declan Kelly and
other dignitaries.
Incidentally, Murphy came up with the original design of what is now our Emerald
Society emblem, drawing it on a napkin at the Academy lounge.
Irish Movie of the Month

The Commitments

By, Michael McPike-Apodaca
Tough economic times in Ireland, brings together a group of misfits, who
individually are as unlikely to be anything more than unemployed, let alone the hottest
band in Dublin.
Out of desperation to do something special
with his life, band manager, Jimmy (Robert
Arkins - left) conjures up the notion of
forming a soul band to take on the Irish
music scene. Jimmy's positive and
persuasive spin on the idea starts a
movement, which brings with it an onslaught
unusual characters, family conflict and
typical band dynamics.
In one classic scene, which sums up the
feeling of the film, Jimmy, makes the case for a group of fair-skinned Irish wannabees
truly understanding the essence of American soul music, by stating, "Don't you get it
lads? The Irish are the blacks of Europe! ... and Dubliners are the blacks of Ireland ...
and the north-side Dubliners are the blacks of Dublin ... So say it once and say it loud,
I'm black and I'm proud!"
The Commitments features a powerful vocal
performance by lead singer Deco (Andrew
Strong - right) belting out some of the greatest
soul music ever written including; Mustang
Sally, Chain of Fools and In The Midnight
Hour
The mix of sixties soul classics and three Irish
beauties, turns Dublin upside down and the
Commitments starts to become a real crowd pleaser.
Anyone who has seen this movie has a favorite character. Mine is Joey "The Lips"
Fagan (Johnny Murphy), who claims to have played with all of the great of soul artists
including Wilson Pickett. Although he is twice the age of the rest of the band, he has a
way with the ladies, which contributes to the band's suspicions about him.

The Ladies: (L to R) Bronagh Gallegher, Angeline Ball, Maria Doyle-Kennedy

Watch "The Commitments" Theatrical Trailer
There are so many flamboyant character in this movie, it makes a book. You can pick
any of them and have a convincing argument who takes the movie. Filled with
wonderfully quotable lines, the movie never lets you rest from laughter.
This is a great movie and will keep your attention with the fast paced development of
the band, charged with that great sixties soul sound.
If you have ever wonder why so many highly successful bands split up, this film is a
great composite of the whys.
This may be my favorite Irish movie ever.
Irish American History

Paddy Finucane
By: Michael McPike-Apodaca
Brendan Eamonn Fergus Finucane, who was aaffectionately known as "Paddy," was
born in Dublin Ireland and became one of the RAF's most decorated Spitfire aces.
It is interesting to note that Finucane's father was a member of the Irish Volunteers and
served under Eamon de Valera, a leader of Ireland's struggle for independence.
It is not know how the family
came to migrated to England in
1936, but as a result of his
families migration, Finucane
was educated at the prestigious
Cardinal Vaughan Memorial
School in London.
In 1938, Finucane joined the
Royal Air Force and was given
the nickname Paddy.
Paddy claimed his first victory in
the Battle of Britain on August
12, 1940. By years end he had claimed four Bf109s and a Messerschmitt Bf110.
Paddy Finucane was promoted to Flight Commander and his squadron made its debut
in July 1941. In the following year and by his twenty-first birthday, he had added 17
fighters to his score.
On April 15, 1941, Paddy crossed paths with one of Germany's highest decorated
pilots in history, Oberstleutnant Adolf Galland (96 Victories to his credit). Paddy shot
up the German's aircraft so badly, that Galland had to bail out on his return toward the
French coast.
His fighting spirit propelled him to become the youngest Wing Command in the RAF.
Paddy's fame spread beyond the RAF ranks and a model of his spitfire with a vivid
green Shamrock was sold along Piccadilly Circus and the Strand.

Click here to get more information about the model plane.
In January 1942 he was slightly wounded in the leg during a strafing mission when he
was jumped by four Focke Wulf Fw 190.
However, on July 21, 1942, he and his famed Shamrock laden Spitfire was not so
lucky. Still only 21 Paddy was killed leading his Hornchurch Wing in operations
targeting a German army camp at Etapless, France.
The radiator of his aircraft sustained a hit and he slowly flew out to sea, calmly talking
to his men, who fought off attacking German aircraft. Eight miles off the coast of
France it is believed his engine stopped. His last words were "This is it Chaps." His
Spitfire immediately sank as it crashed into the ocean.
At the time of his death Paddy Finucane had 26
aircraft destroyed, Six shared destroyed, and eight
probable destroyed.
With Paddy's sacrifice and the will of his fellow
RAF airmen, England eventually won the Battle of
Britain, stopping the German war machine. At the
time stopping Germany was thought to be
impossible.
Paddy Finucane and the efforts of others gave the
US the political will to eventually enter WWII,
saving America from its greatest threat in it's
history.
Wing Commander, Brendan Eamonn Fergus "Paddy" Finucane's awards include:
Second World War, European Theatre, Battle of Britain, Distinguished Service Order,
Distinguished Flying Cross & two Bars.

Pipe Band News

Los Angeles Police Emerald Society Pipes and Drums
By Cliff Armas
The Pipes and Drums would like to thank the Board for extending an invitation to post
a monthly article in the Garda. The
Pipes and Drums origins started with
LAPES. We are committed to support
LAPES in any way we can.
The Band has been very busy during the
first half of 2012. Band members played
at over forty-six funerals or memorials
for active duty and retired law
enforcement officers throughout the
Southern California area.
The Band played at memorial ceremonies for the Torrance Police Department,
Redondo Beach Police Department, South Pasadena Police Department, Alhambra
Police Department, West Covina Police Department and the U.S. Air Force Base at
LAX. The Band also played at memorial ceremonies for Marines killed in the line of
duty at Camp Pendleton and Marine Corps Air Base, Yuma, Arizona.
On August 10th from 18002300 hours the Band will be
hosting their first fundraiser
dinner. All benefits and
proceeds will go directly to the
Band. This event will include
whiskey sampling, cigars,
bagpipe music, and your choice
of a steak or chicken dinner.
Musical entertainment will be
provided by The Wicked
Tinkers. James Ellroy will be the
guest speaker and talking about Ian Campbell. A silent auction raffle will also be held.
The event will be held at the Mountain Gate Country Club, 12445 Mountain Gate

Drive, Los Angeles. The Mountain Gate Country Club is situated at the base of the
Santa Monica Mountains and not far from the Getty Museum. The facility is
recognized as among the finest private clubs in Southern California.
http://www.mtngatecc.com.
The cost is $95 per person. Tickets can be purchased by mailing a check payable to
the Los Angeles Police Emerald Society Pipes and Drums, 1308 W. 8th Street, Los
Angeles, 90017. Please include your choice of steak or chicken dinner.
Tickets can also be purchased via
PayPal. To purchase via PayPal,
please click here!
On Friday, August 17th, the Band
will be playing at the Tilted Kilt,
24300 Town Center Drive,
Valencia, 91355 from 1830-2000
hours. If you are in the area please
drop by.
Please visit us at our web site at:
www.LAPESPipesAndDrums.org,
"Like" us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/lapespipesdrums
or email us at: piperlapes@gmail.com.

The Benefits of Membership!
Gifts and Clothing
The Irish Import Shop
Hollywood
10% Discount
Wee Canny Scot
Hollywood
15% Discount

Pubs and Restaurants
Ciao Cristina ~ Bar - Tavola - Pizzeria
Burbank
10% Discount
Corrigan's Irish Pub
Moorpark
10% Discount
The Harp Inn
Costa Mesa
10% Discount

Joxer Daly's Irish Pub
Culver City
10% Discount
Nadine's Irish Mist
Sunset Beach
10% Discount
The Tilted Kilt
Valencia
10% Discount
Long Beach
15% Discount
Please feel free to speak with your favorite pub, restaurant,
import shop or any business about the Emerald Society and have them contact
Bill Robertson at esociety2@gmail.com, if they would like to offer a discount
to LAPES members.
You must show your LAPES 2012 Membership Card!!!

Apply for membership today! Membership Application

The LAPES Board
George Carroll
President
661-714-8553
esgr4u@gmail.com

Reggie Canale-Miles
Vice President / Keeper of the Wares
310-629-9802
regina.canale-miles@infragard.org

Cliff Breeden
Secretary
714-287-4700
cebreeden@hotmail.com

Tommy Kirk
Treasurer
661-645-5110
tommythek50@aol.com

Bill Robertson
Sergeant-at-Arms / Newsletter Editor
562-371-4371
brobertson820@yahoo.com

Membership Committee
Michael Apodaca
Rick De Martino
Tommy Kirk

Social Committee
Reggie Canale-Miles
Bill Robertson

Librarian
Patrick Devine

Historian
Bill Donoghue
* Volunteer to be on a committee
Important Links
Los Angeles Police
Emerald Society
Previous Issues of
The Garda News
LAPES Pipes and
Drums
Inland Empire
Emerald Society
National Conference
of Law Enforcement
Emerald Societies

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Honor Guard
We are still looking for members to join the Emerald Society
Honor Guard. We have been well received to this point
leading the Pipes and Drums in several parades, but we are
looking forward to the day when we can have five abreast
bearing the colors of the United States, Ireland and the
Emerald Society
Long-term Volunteer Opportunity
I am looking for two assistants to aid me in the duties of
Sergeant-At-Arms.
Please contact me ASAP at:
esociety2@gmail.com
Sincerely,

Invite your friends to
join our mailing list, too!

Forward The Garda News

Bill Robertson
Sergeant At Arms
Los Angeles Police Emerald Society
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